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Abstract

This article analyses the Universal Basic Income
(UBI) proposal as a response to global injustice,
considering its philosophical, legal and
institutional foundations. Based on authors such
as Rawls, Pogge and Sen, it discusses the ethical
and political legitimacy of redistributing income
on a global scale. The legal framework of the
UBI in international law is examined, including
treaties and soft law norms. The case law of the
European Court of Human Rights and the work
of the International Labour Organisation (ILO)
are also analysed. Finally, it proposes viable
paths for its implementation in the face of
financial and institutional challenges. The article
also  discusses the worsening economic
inequalities caused by automation and artificial
intelligence, concluding that the UBI is a
promising instrument for promoting global social
justice. In order to finance it, UBI advocates the
creation of a technology tax that redistributes the
profits of large digital companies, promoting
social justice.
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Income. Human Rights. International Law.
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Resumo

O presente artigo analisa a proposta do
Rendimento Basico Universal (RBU) como
resposta & injustica global, considerando
fundamentos filoséficos, juridicos e
institucionais. A partir de autores como Rawls,
Pogge e Sen, discute-se a legitimidade ética e
politica da redistribuicdo de rendimentos em
escala planetaria. Examina-se o enquadramento
juridico do RBU no direito internacional,
incluindo tratados e normas de soft law.
Analisa-se também a jurisprudéncia do Tribunal
Europeu dos Direitos Humanos e a atuacdo da
Organizagdo Internacional do Trabalho (OIT).
Por fim, propBem-se caminhos vidveis para a
sua implementacdo, diante de desafios
financeiros e institucionais. O artigo discute,
ainda, o agravamento das desigualdades
econémicas causadas pela automacdo e pela
inteligéncia artificial, concluindo que o RBU é
um instrumento promissor para a promoc¢ao da
justica social global. Para o financiar, o0 RBU
defende-se a criagao de um imposto tecnolégico
que redistribua os lucros das grandes empresas
digitais, promovendo justica social.

Palavra-chave: Justica Global. Rendimento
Basico Universal. Direitos Humanos. Direito
Internacional. Protecdo Social Universal.
Justica Distributiva. Imposto Tecnoldgico.
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GLOBAL INJUSTICE: THE UNIVERSAL BASIC INCOME

1 INTRODUCTION

Globalisation, while often celebrated as a process of economic and cultural
integration, has also generated substantial adverse effects, namely the deepening of
inequalities between countries and within their own borders. The increase in productivity,
global wealth and technological innovations has not been accompanied by an equitable
distribution of the benefits arising from these advances. In fact, "[wealth] inequality is
evident all over the world, and Europe is no exception: the richest 10 per-cent of the
continent own a staggering 67 per-cent of the wealth, while the bottom half of the adult
population owns just 1.2 per-cent of it. The degree of inequality in the distribution of
wealth also varies considerably from country to country (...)" (Euronews, 02/04/2024;
Gabinete de Estratégia e Estudos, 19/06/2024). On the contrary, we see the consolidation
of economic and political structures that favour a global minority to the detriment of the
majority of the world's population. This imposes an ethical and legal imperative to rethink
the foundations of social justice on a global scale.

In this context, the concept of global injustice has become central to contemporary
philosophical and legal debates (Pogge, 2002; Young, 2011; Rodrigues & Cabete, 2022;
Rodrigues & Rodrigues, 2022; Rodrigues, Bhattacharya, Cabete & Soares, 2025;
Rodrigues, Bthattacharya & Cabete, 2024; Rodrigues, Bthattacharya & Cabete, 2024a;
Rodrigues, Bhattacharya, Sachdev & Cabete, 2024; Rodrigues, 2022). It is a systemic
condition that is not reduced to the existence of poverty, but involves the perpetuation of
structural inequalities, often maintained by international institutions, trade regimes and
unequal financial policies. Global injustice manifests itself not only in the lack of material
resources, but also in the denial of opportunities, political participation and recognition.
It is against this backdrop that the proposal for a Universal Basic Income (UBI) is
inserted, understood as a global redistributive instrument and a concrete expression of the
right to a dignified life.

UBI is a public policy that aims to guarantee everyone, regardless of their origin
or condition, a basic and unconditional monetary value, sufficient to guarantee the
fulfilment of fundamental needs (Van Parijs & Vanderborght, 2017). The idea, although
ancient in its philosophical roots, has gained renewed impetus with contemporary
challenges such as labour automation, migration crises, climate change and, more

recently, the COVID-19 pandemic. (Standing, 2017) These phenomena have revealed the
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systemic vulnerability of the poorest populations and the inadequacy of current social
safety nets.

This article aims to analyse the UBI in the light of the theory of global justice,
international legal instruments and existing institutional experiences. To this end, the
main theoretical frameworks underpinning the debate on global justice will be explored,
with particular emphasis on the contributions of John Rawls, Thomas Pogge and Amartya
Sen. These thinkers offer different approaches to understanding the moral legitimacy of
redistribution on an international scale and the responsibility of states in relation to global
poverty.

Secondly, the article will examine the legal foundations of the UBI in international
law, both at the hard law level, through binding treaties and conventions, and at the soft
law level, focusing on recommendations and resolutions which, although non-binding,
have strong normative value. Special attention will be paid to the International Covenant
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and ILO Recommendation 202, which are
considered normative pillars for the institutionalisation of a minimum income.

Next, the relevant case law of the European Court of Human Rights will be
addressed, which has been expanding the recognition of state obligations with regard to
the protection of minimum living conditions. Analysing emblematic cases will allow us
to see the extent to which the Court operates a dynamic reading of human rights, coming
closer to the logic that underpins the UBI as an emerging right.

The growing economic injustice generated by the concentration of wealth in the
hands of large technology companies will also be explored, in a context marked by
automation and the replacement of human labor by artificial intelligence and robotics.
The feasibility of Universal Basic Income (UBI) as a response to the inequalities
exacerbated by this transformation will be discussed, and the creation of a technology tax
as a financing mechanism will be proposed. This proposal aims to redistribute part of the
wealth generated by innovation, ensuring social justice, economic sustainability, and
greater equity in the sharing of the benefits of technological progress.

Finally, this article proposes a critical analysis of the challenges and possibilities
of implementing Universal Basic Income (UBI) on a global scale, especially considering
the impact of automation and artificial intelligence on widening economic inequalities.
The discussion will address issues such as the financing of UBI, the need for global

governance and the importance of international cooperation, based on concrete
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experiences and viable proposals. Faced with a scenario in which the profits of technology
are concentrated in a few, while traditional jobs are eliminated, the UBI is presented as
an ethical and political response to global injustice. The technology tax is explored as a
relevant alternative for making this measure viable and promoting greater social equity.
Therefore, and a priori for a better understanding of this line of research, it is
necessary to define what a tax is. A tax is a mandatory, unilateral, and definitive monetary
payment required by the State or another public entity, without direct consideration, with
the aim of financing public expenditure and achieving economic and social policy
objectives, among others, such as the implementation of a basic income. Richard Murphy
describes taxes as essential mechanisms for redistributing wealth and financing the
welfare state, characterizing them as instruments of economic citizenship rather than mere
financial requirements. (Murphy, 2021). For his part, Klaus Tipke defines tax as a
compulsory payment without specific consideration, imposed by the state on the basis of
law, to cover public needs and implement fiscal justice. (Tipke, 2020) Finally, José
Casalta Nabais Xavier defines tax as a unilateral financial contribution imposed
coercively by the state for contributory and redistributive purposes, distinguishing it from
fees and special contributions by the absence of direct consideration (Xavier, 2022). In
other words, as we can see, a tax is a mandatory payment made to the State without any

consideration in return, which aims to safeguard the interests of the community.

2 BETWEEN RAWLS, POGGE AND SEM: PHILOSOPHICAL FOUNDATIONS
FOR GLOBAL JUSTICE WITH UNIVERSAL BASIC INCOME

The contemporary debate on global justice has its roots in philosophical traditions
dating back to antiquity, but has acquired new complexity with the processes of
globalisation and economic interdependence between states. John Rawls (1999, p. 36), in
“The Law of Peoples’, recognises the existence of an international community regulated
by principles of justice, although he limits the application of distributive principles to the
national sphere. For Rawls, co-operation between peoples should be guided by a duty to
help disadvantaged countries, but does not require strict economic equality between
nations.

In opposition to this minimalist approach, Thomas Pogge (2008, p. 29) argues that
global institutions play an active role in perpetuating extreme poverty, which implies
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direct moral and political responsibility on the part of developed countries. His proposal
for global justice is normative and structural, demanding concrete reforms in international
institutions such as the World Trade Organisation and the International Monetary Fund.
Pogge introduces the concept of ‘structural damage’ as an essential category for
understanding how the globalised economic system reproduces profound inequalities.

Amartya Sen (2009, p. 231) offers a third way, proposing a theory of comparative
justice based on the realisation of human capabilities. Instead of seeking perfect models
of justice, Sen advocates practical interventions that correct manifest injustices. In this
sense, UBI can be conceived as a tool for extending real freedoms, especially among
historically marginalised populations. His theory of capabilities contributes to a more
humane and pragmatic understanding of global social justice.

These authors, although divergent in their approaches, converge in criticising
global inequalities and recognising the urgency of a coordinated and ethical response.
The UBI, in this context, emerges as a theoretically grounded proposal, capable of

meeting the principles of international justice discussed.

3 GLOBAL ASYMMETRY AND HUMAN DIGNITY: THE ROLE OF
UNIVERSAL BASIC INCOME

Global injustice refers to deep and persistent asymmetries in the distribution of
resources, political power and opportunities between different countries and populations.
It is a complex, multidimensional reality that goes beyond poverty itself to include
inequalities in access to education, health, security and political representation (Pogge,
2008, pp.29-50; Sem, 1999, pp.3-45; Young, 2011, pp.1-30; Beitz, 1979, pp.25-60).

According to Pogge (2008, p. 36), this injustice is structural and stems from the
regular functioning of global institutions, which operate with rules set by the richest and
most powerful countries. Developing countries are often unable to influence these rules,
resulting in trade treaties and financial policies that favour the richest. This contributes to
the so-called ‘global democratic deficit’, in which crucial decisions are made without the
effective participation of all peoples.

Furthermore, global injustice has an important historical component. The legacy
of colonialism and economic imperialism has moulded asymmetrical international

relations, the overcoming of which requires not only cooperation but also reparation, as
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some authors have argued (Rodney, 1972; Mbembe, 2017). In this sense, the debate on
global justice is also a debate on memory, responsibility and redistribution.

Another relevant aspect is the impact of global crises, such as climate change and
pandemics, which disproportionately affect the poorest countries. These crises reveal the
fragility of vulnerable populations and the interdependence of socio-economic systems,
reinforcing the need for solidarity and universal responses (European Environment
Agency, 14 October 2024; European Commission, 14 December 2022; Eurostat, July
2024).

In this scenario, the UBI presents itself as a concrete measure to mitigate global
injustice. By guaranteeing an existential minimum to all individuals, regardless of their
nationality, the UBI can reduce structural inequalities and promote a basic standard of

global human dignity.
4 INTERNATIONAL LAW AND UNIVERSAL BASIC INCOME
4.1 Hard law: international treaties

The international legal order includes a set of binding norms, known as hard law,
which underpin the obligation of states to guarantee basic social and economic rights. The
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) is the main
instrument in this regard. Article 11 states that ‘States Parties recognise the right of
everyone to an adequate standard of living for himself and his family, including adequate
food, clothing and housing’ (United Nations Organization, 1966).

This provision, interpreted in conjunction with Articles 2 and 9 of the same treaty,
can be read as a normative foundation for public policies that guarantee a basic income.
The Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR), which is responsible
for interpreting the ICESCR, has already recognised, in General Comment No. 19, the
importance of social protection systems for the realisation of the rights enshrined in the
covenant (General Comment No. 19, 4 February 2008).

Other relevant treaties, notably the 1979 Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination against Women and the 1989 Convention on the Rights of the

Child, also impose positive obligations on states to protect the most economically
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vulnerable groups.}/? In many of these instruments, the language of human rights is
increasingly associated with the notion of social justice.

In this context, the UBI is not only compatible with international human rights
law, but can be interpreted as a logical requirement for its full realisation. Once the
minimum standard of dignity is recognised as a human right, states and the international

community assume the duty to guarantee it.

4.2 Soft law: resolutions and recommendations

Although they are not binding, soft law instruments play an important normative
role in the international system. They express political consensus and technical guidelines
that shape the behaviour of states and multilateral institutions.

In this context, ILO Recommendation 202 on Social Protection Floors, adopted in
2012, stands out. This document establishes that all countries should guarantee at least
basic income security throughout life and access to essential services. The essential
component of this social protection directive includes income for children through family
support, basic income for working-age adults in the event of unemployment, maternity,
disability, basic income for the elderly, among others. This recommendation has been
invoked by governments and international organisations as a basis for income transfer
policies to support social protection (International Labour Organization, 2012).

Recommendation 202 therefore provides a normative model for the UBI,
establishing in point 3, Part 1 (Objectives, Scope and Principles) eighteen fundamental
principles for its implementation: universality, entitlement, adequacy, equality, inclusion,
dignity, progressiveness, solidarity, diversity, transparency, sustainability, coherence,
integration, quality, accessibility, monitoring, freedom of association and participation
(International Labour Organization, 2012).

The ILO has established itself as one of the main advocates of universal social
protection and income security as central pillars of social justice. In addition, several UN
General Assembly resolutions have reiterated the importance of social protection as a
human right and an essential component of sustainable development. The 2030 Agenda,

1 See Articles 11, 12, and 14 of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against
Women.
2 See Articles 26 and 27 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

_ Veredas do Direito, v.22 n.6, €223631 — 2025




GLOBAL INJUSTICE: THE UNIVERSAL BASIC INCOME

for example, incorporates this principle into the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs),
especially SDG 1 (eradicating poverty) and SDG 10 (reducing inequalities).
Thus, although not mandatory, soft law instruments offer relevant political and

normative backing for the promotion of a UBI at the global level.
5 RELEVANT CASE LAW OF THE EUROPEAN COURT OF HUMAN RIGHTS

The European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR), although linked to the European
regional context, has played a leading role in the dynamic interpretation of the rights
provided for in the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR), especially with
regard to the right to decent living conditions, as can be seen from the preamble
"[decided], as Governments of like-minded European States possessing a common
heritage of political ideals and traditions, of respect for liberty and the rule of law, to
take the first appropriate steps to ensure the collective guarantee of a number of the rights
set forth in the Universal Declaration. "' (Convention for the Protection of Human Rights
and Fundamental Freedoms, 1950)

In the paradigmatic case ‘Case of M.S.S. v. Belgium and Greece’ (ECHR, 2011),
the Court held that the treatment to which the asylum seeker was subjected - namely, the
lack of shelter and adequate food - constituted a violation of Article 3 of the Convention,
which prohibits inhuman and degrading treatment. This precedent is significant because
it establishes that the state's failure to provide minimum subsistence conditions can
constitute a violation of human rights. (European Court of Human Rights, 21/01/2011)

Another important case is ‘Case of Lozovyye v. Russia’ (ECHR, 2017), in which
the ECHR recognised that the unjustified cutting of social benefits can violate the right
to protection of property (Article 1 of Protocol 1). The Court's case law has thus
broadened the understanding that social rights are linked to dignity and the protection of
fundamental rights (European Court of Human Rights, 24/07/2018).

These decisions create an evolving jurisprudence that recognises that the
protection of a minimum standard of living is not just a matter of public policy, but a legal
requirement. This line of understanding may in the future provide the basis for a positive

obligation to implement a UBI in the member states of the Council of Europe.
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6 GLOBAL INJUSTICE, TECHNOLOGICAL TAX: A PATH TO UNIVERSAL
BASIC INCOME

In an increasingly digitalised world, automation, artificial intelligence (Al) and
robotics are profoundly transforming the labour market, replacing traditional jobs and
concentrating wealth in the hands of a few technological conglomerates (Brynjolfsson, &
McAfee, 2014; Zuboff, 2019; Ford, 2015). This transformation accentuates the economic
disparity between the owners of emerging technologies and the workers affected by them,
highlighting the urgent need to rethink income redistribution models (Piketty, 2014;
Reworth, 2017; Standing, 2017).

In this scenario, the Universal Basic Income (UBI) emerges as a fair and viable
proposal to mitigate growing inequalities, guaranteeing a minimum financial base for all
citizens, regardless of their labour situation. The UBI not only combats extreme poverty,
but also ensures dignity in periods of economic instability, stimulates entrepreneurship
and acts as a social buffer in the face of rapid technological change.

One of the biggest challenges to implementing the UBI is financing it. To this end,
it has been proposed to create a technology tax, which would be levied on companies and
individuals who benefit significantly from innovations capable of replacing human
labour. The logic is simple: if technology reduces the need for human labour and
generates large profits for a few companies, part of this wealth should be redistributed to
the society that directly or indirectly contributed to its development (Van Parijs, &
Vanderborght, 2017; Zuckerberg, 2017; Yang, 2018).

This tax does not penalise innovation, but seeks to balance inequalities by
transferring resources from automation to a public fund that finances the UBI. Following
the principle of distributive justice, just as companies that exploit natural resources pay
royalties, technology companies must contribute to collective well-being, ensuring that
technological progress serves human beings and does not turn them into surplus (Van
Parijs, & Vanderborght, 2017).

Internationally, the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development
(OECD) is working to establish a global minimum tax of 15% for large multinationals,
including those in the technology sector, in order to combat aggressive tax planning and
promote fairer competition (OECD, 2021). In Portugal, for example, Decree-Law

35/2021, of 21 May, establishes a tax on certain digital services, aimed at taxing large
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technology companies that generate revenue from digital services, such as platforms that
use user data (Decree-Law 35/2021, of 21 May).

Thus, the implementation of a technology tax on technology, robotics and related
companies is not only necessary, but urgent in order to finance the UBI, and represents
an ethical, rational and sustainable response to the challenges posed by the
transformations of the 21st century. This technology tax will enable a more equitable
redistribution of the wealth generated by innovation, allowing the fruits of innovation to
be shared by everyone and not just by an entrepreneurial elite and, at the same time,

promoting a fairer, more inclusive and future-proof society.

7 THE GLOBAL INCOME GAP: THE URGENCY OF AN ETHICAL AND
INSTITUTIONAL RESPONSE

The contemporary global economy has proved to be extraordinarily productive,
but also deeply unequal (Milanovié, 2016; Milanovi¢, 2019; Piketty, 2014; Piketty, 2020;
Zucman, 2015). The concentration of wealth has reached alarming levels. Large
companies, especially in the technology sector, accumulate annual profits in the trillions
of dollars, while hundreds of millions of people still live on less than two dollars a day,
highlighting an ethical and structural dissonance in the distribution of the fruits of
progress.

As highlighted by tax and wealth experts, "[...] tax systems and property taxes
play a significant role in wealth disparities between rich and poor. (...) Wealth inequality
is very evident throughout the world, and Europe is no exception: the richest 10% of the
continent hold an impressive 67% of the wealth, while the poorest half of adults own only
1.2% of it" (Euronews, 2024). Recent Eurostat data corroborate this scenario: around 93.3
million people in the European Union — equivalent to 21% of the population — were at
risk of poverty or social exclusion in 2024 (Eurostat, 2024a). Among children, this rate
rises to 24.2%, highlighting the persistence of intergenerational inequalities (Eurostat,
2024b).

On a theoretical level, Branko Milanovi¢ (2016, 2019) clearly explains how global
capitalism favours the transnational elite, leaving the middle and lower classes in
developing countries even more vulnerable. Thomas Piketty (2014, 2020) further

analyses structural inequality, showing that the rate of return on capital chronically
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outstrips economic growth, which leads, in regimes without progressive redistribution, to
the inevitable concentration of wealth. Gabriel Zucman (2015), for his part, denounces
the role of tax havens and aggressive tax engineering in draining public resources that are
essential for funding social policies.

In this context, instead of reducing asymmetries, globalisation has contributed to
deepening them. The logic of accumulation without redistribution that guides global
markets, combined with automation and digital transformation, has exacerbated labour
exclusion, especially among less qualified workers. Productivity is captured by a
minority, while precariousness spreads to a large part of the labour force.

It is against this backdrop that the Universal Basic Income (UBI) proposal
emerges as a mechanism for redistributive justice. Far from being a utopia, UBI is a
practical and rational response to an economic order that fails to guarantee basic human
dignity. It is an instrument that recognises the inalienable right of every individual to a
dignified existence, regardless of their position in the labour market.

The proposal to finance the UBI through a technology tax on the profits of large
digital corporations is particularly pertinent. These companies, direct beneficiaries of
fiscal deregulation and digital transformation, must contribute to social cohesion and
democratic sustainability. As Piketty (2020) has already proposed, progressive capital
taxation and international tax transparency are essential pillars for building a fairer
economy.

More than an ethical demand, the UBI is a preventive stability response. In a world
plagued by migratory crises, climate change, political polarisation and discredit in
institutions, guaranteeing a material minimum for everyone is also an investment insocial
peace and democratic resilience. The freedom not to go hungry, to access healthcare and
to educate one's children is inextricably linked to the existence of an unconditional basic
income.

The challenge, however, is not just technical, but essentially political and
institutional. It requires the courage of states and international organisations to abandon
the paradigm of growth without redistribution and redefine the role of the economy as an

instrument at the service of human dignity.
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8 CRITICAL ANALYSIS AND PROPOSALS

Although the UBI is a theoretically consistent proposal backed by various legal
and regulatory instruments, its implementation faces considerable challenges.

Onde of the main obstacles to implementing Universal Basic Income (UBI) is its
financing. Would tech companies be willing to bear this cost? After all, isn't the machine
at the service of man? What about the companies that manage and benefit from these
machines for the good of society? Estimates of the cost of a global UBI vary, but they all
agree on high figures (World Economic Forum, 2020). Consequently, Pogge (2008, p.
102) proposes the creation of a Global Solidarity Fund, financed by taxes on transnational
economic activities, such as international financial transactions, carbon emissions, and
the extraction of natural resources. Although we endorse this line of financing advocated
by Pogge, we go even further by arguing that the technology tax should apply to all
companies that use, produce, or monetize their income through technology, robotics, or
similar means. However, we know that this tax faces strong resistance from markets,
corporations, and national governments.

Another important challenge is governance. Implementing an UBI requeres
effective and democratic global institutes capable of managing rasoures and ensuring
equitable distributivo. The current global governance architecture—fragmented,
dominated by national interests, and lacking accountability mechanisms—does not favor
the adoption of universal redistributive measures. There is still a large economic, social,
and cultural gap between the global north and the global south.

Still, there are concrete proposals in the works. For example, the Universal Basic
Income (UBI) initiative in local and experimental contexts, such as in Kenya and Finland,
offers important lessons on feasibility and social impact. (Banerjee, Faye, Krueger,
Niehaus, & Suri, 2020; Yla-Anttila, & Nienhiser, 2018). In many cases, these projects
have demonstrated increased food security, improved mental health, and growth in local
entrepreneurship.

Therefore, although the adoption of a global UBI still seems a distant prospect, its
consolidation as an international norm is advancing steadily and, in our opinion, will be
inevitable. After all, technology and machines should always be at the service of human

beings—and never the other way around. However, the articulation between theory, law,
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and practice can accelerate this process, provided it is accompanied by political will and

social mobilization.
9 CONCLUSION

The discussions presented throughout this article show that Universal Basic
Income (UBI) emerges as an ethical and practical response to the profound global
injustice that characterizes the current unequal distribution of wealth, opportunities, and
rights. The growing concentration of income and the inexorable advance of automation
and artificial intelligence exacerbate economic disparities, requiring measures that
guarantee a universal minimum subsistence level. In this sense, UBI is not only an
instrument of distributive justice, but also an imperative for the preservation of human
dignity on a planetary scale. By guaranteeing a minimum subsistence level for all
individuals, UBI acts as a redistributive instrument and promoter of dignity, aligning itself
with the fundamental principles of global justice.

In the legal field, the international framework, consisting of binding treaties (hard
law) and policy recommendations (soft law), provides essential normative support for the
institutionalization of the UBI. Instruments such as the International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and Recommendation No. 202 of the International
Labor Organization establish minimum standards of social protection that converge to
guarantee a universal basic income. The jurisprudence of the European Court of Human
Rights also signals progress in recognizing the state's obligation to ensure decent living
conditions, broadening the understanding of social rights as fundamental rights.

However, the central challenge of implementing UBI lies in its financial viability
and the global governance required to administer such a policy. The proposed technology
tax emerges as a concrete and fair alternative to finance UBI by taxing the wealth
generated by automation and digital companies that concentrate exponential profits. This
proposal not only mitigates the effects of social exclusion and job insecurity, but also
ensures that the benefits of technological progress are shared equitably. In short,
Universal Basic Income presents itself as an innovative, ethical, and necessary solution

to address the structural injustice that permeates the contemporary global system.

_ Veredas do Direito, v.22 n.6, €223631 — 2025




GLOBAL INJUSTICE: THE UNIVERSAL BASIC INCOME

REFERENCES

Banerjee, A., Faye, M., Krueger, A., Niehaus, P., & Suri, T. (2020). The effects of a
universal basic income during the COVID-19 pandemic in Kenya. International
Poverty Action Lab (IPA). https://poverty-action.org/study/effects-universal-basic-
income-during-covid-19-pandemic-kenya

Bastani, A. (2019). Fully Automated Luxury Communism: A Manifesto. Verso Books.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aaron_Bastani

Beitz, C. R. (1979). Political theory and international relations. Princeton University
Press.

Bregman, R. (2017). Utopia for Realists: How We Can Build the Ideal World. Little,
Brown and Company. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Utopia_for_Realists

Brynjolfsson, E., & McAfee, A. (2014). The second machine age: Work, progress, and
prosperity in a time of brilliant technologies. W.W. Norton & Company.

Business Insider. (2024). Universal basic income: What UBI is, how it works, how it
would affect the economy, and what supporters and critics say.
https://www.businessinsider.com/universal-basic-income-ubi

Cholbi, M., & Weber, M. (Eds.). (2020). The Future of Work, Technology, and Basic
Income. Routledge. https://www.routledge.com/The-Future-of-Work-Technology-
and-Basic-Income/Cholbi-Weber/p/book/9781032091099

Convencdo para a Proteccdo dos Direitos do Homem e das Liberdades Fundamentais.
(1950). https://dcjri.ministeriopublico.pt//sites/default/files/convention_por.pdf

Convencao sobre a Eliminacdo de Todas as Formas de Discriminacgéo contra a Mulher.
(1979).
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/Documents/ProfessionalInterest/cedaw. pdf

Convencéo sobre Direitos das Criancas. (1989).
https://dcjri.ministeriopublico.pt//sites/default/files/documentos/instrumentos/conve
ncao_sobre_direitos_da_crianca.pdf

De Schutter, O. (2024). New UN report calls for UBI. Basic Income Earth Network.
https://basicincome.org/news/2024/09/new-un-report-calls-for-ubi/

Decreto-Lei n.° 35/2021, de 21 de maio. Estabelece um imposto sobre determinados
servicos digitais (Imposto sobre Servicos Digitais — ISD). Diario da Republica, 1.2
série — N.° 99, 21 de maio de 2021.

ECO. (2024). Regime do imposto minimo global entra em vigor em Portugal amanha.
https://eco.sapo.pt/2024/11/08/regime-do-imposto-minimo-global-entra-em-vigor-
em-portugal-amanha/

Veredas do Direito, v.22 n.6, €223631 — 2025


https://poverty-action.org/study/effects-universal-basic-income-during-covid-19-pandemic-kenya
https://poverty-action.org/study/effects-universal-basic-income-during-covid-19-pandemic-kenya
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aaron_Bastani
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Utopia_for_Realists
https://www.businessinsider.com/universal-basic-income-ubi
https://www.routledge.com/The-Future-of-Work-Technology-and-Basic-Income/Cholbi-Weber/p/book/9781032091099
https://www.routledge.com/The-Future-of-Work-Technology-and-Basic-Income/Cholbi-Weber/p/book/9781032091099
https://dcjri.ministeriopublico.pt/sites/default/files/convention_por.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/Documents/ProfessionalInterest/cedaw.pdf
https://dcjri.ministeriopublico.pt/sites/default/files/documentos/instrumentos/convencao_sobre_direitos_da_crianca.pdf
https://dcjri.ministeriopublico.pt/sites/default/files/documentos/instrumentos/convencao_sobre_direitos_da_crianca.pdf
https://basicincome.org/news/2024/09/new-un-report-calls-for-ubi/
https://eco.sapo.pt/2024/11/08/regime-do-imposto-minimo-global-entra-em-vigor-em-portugal-amanha/
https://eco.sapo.pt/2024/11/08/regime-do-imposto-minimo-global-entra-em-vigor-em-portugal-amanha/

José Noronha Rodrigues & Dora Cristina Ribeiro Cabete & Yvonne Vissing

EuroNews. (2024, 02 abril). Onde € que na Europa existe maior desigualdade de riqueza?
https://pt.euronews.com/business/2024/04/01/onde-e-que-na-europa-existe-maior-
desigualdade-de-riqueza?utm_source=chatgpt.com

EuroNews. (2024, April 1). Wealth inequality: Where in Europe is wealth most unfairly
distributed? https://www.euronews.com

European Commission. (2022, 14 december). The impact of the Covid-19 crisis on
vulnerable groups in the EU. https://employment-social-affairs.ec.europa.eu/impact-
covid-19-crisis-vulnerable-groups-eu_en?utm_source=chatgpt.com

European Court of Human Rights. (2011, 21 january). Case of M.S.S. v. Belgium and
Greece. Grand Chamber. Application no. 30696/09. Judgment. Strasbourg.
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/fre#{%22itemid%22:[%22001-103050%22] }

European Court of Human Rights. (2018, 24 june). Case of Lozovyye v. Russia. Third
Section. Application no. 4587/009. Judgment. Strasbourg.
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/fre#{%22itemid%22:[%22001-182452%22]}

European Environment Agency. (2024, 14 october). Economic losses from weather-and
climate-related extremes in Europe.
https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/analysis/indicators/economic-losses-from-climate-
related?utm_source=chatgpt.com

Eurostat. (2024,  july). Highlights. https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-
explained/index.php?oldid=649041&title=INFORMA _test&utm_source=chatgpt.c
om

Eurostat. (2024a, April 30). 93.3 million people at risk of poverty or social exclusion in
the EU in 2024. https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat

Eurostat. (2024b, May 28). Child poverty in the EU: One in four children at risk of
poverty or social exclusion. https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat

Ford, M. (2015). Rise of the robots: Technology and the threat of a jobless future. Basic
Books.

Forget, E. (2018). Basic Income for Canadians: The Key to a Healthier, Happier, More
Secure Life for All. James Lorimer & Company.

Gabinete de Estratégia e Estudos. (2024, 19 junho). Flache GEE: Indicadores PIB PER
Capita - Eurostat. https://gee.gov.pt/pt/indicadores-diarios/ultimos-
indicadores/33706-pib-per-capita-eurostat-4?utm_source=chatgpt.com

General Comment n° 19: The right to social security (Art. 9 of the Covenant). (2008, 4
fevereiro). https://www.refworld.org/legal/general/cescr/2008/en/41968

Jornal Econdmico. (2023). Tributacdo justa numa economia digitalizada e globalizada.
https://easytax.jornaleconomico.pt/tributacao-justa-numa-economia-digitalizada-e-
globalizada

_ Veredas do Direito, v.22 n.6, €223631 — 2025



https://pt.euronews.com/business/2024/04/01/onde-e-que-na-europa-existe-maior-desigualdade-de-riqueza?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://pt.euronews.com/business/2024/04/01/onde-e-que-na-europa-existe-maior-desigualdade-de-riqueza?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.euronews.com/
https://employment-social-affairs.ec.europa.eu/impact-covid-19-crisis-vulnerable-groups-eu_en?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://employment-social-affairs.ec.europa.eu/impact-covid-19-crisis-vulnerable-groups-eu_en?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/fre#{%22itemid%22:[%22001-103050%22]}
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/fre#{%22itemid%22:[%22001-182452%22]}
https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/analysis/indicators/economic-losses-from-climate-related?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/analysis/indicators/economic-losses-from-climate-related?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?oldid=649041&title=INFORMA_test&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?oldid=649041&title=INFORMA_test&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?oldid=649041&title=INFORMA_test&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat
https://gee.gov.pt/pt/indicadores-diarios/ultimos-indicadores/33706-pib-per-capita-eurostat-4?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://gee.gov.pt/pt/indicadores-diarios/ultimos-indicadores/33706-pib-per-capita-eurostat-4?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.refworld.org/legal/general/cescr/2008/en/41968
https://easytax.jornaleconomico.pt/tributacao-justa-numa-economia-digitalizada-e-globalizada
https://easytax.jornaleconomico.pt/tributacao-justa-numa-economia-digitalizada-e-globalizada

GLOBAL INJUSTICE: THE UNIVERSAL BASIC INCOME

Mbembe, A. (2017). Critique of Black reason (L. Dubois, Trans.). Duke University Press.

McDonough, B., & Bustillos Morales, J. (2024). Universal Basic Income. Taylor &
Francis.
https://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/mono/10.4324/9781351106139/universal-
basic-income-brian-mcdonough-jessie-bustillos-morales

Milanovi¢, B. (2016). Global inequality: A new approach for the age of globalization.
Harvard University Press.

Milanovi¢, B. (2019). Capitalism, alone: The future of the system that rules the world.
Harvard University Press.

Murphy, R. (2021). The joy of tax: How a fair tax system can create a better society.
Transworld Publishers.

OCDE. Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development. (2021). Statement on
a two-pillar solution to address the tax challenges arising from the digitalisation of
the economy. OECD/G20 Inclusive Framework on BEPS.
https://www.0ecd.org/tax/beps/statement-on-a-two-pillar-solution-to-address-the-
tax-challenges-arising-from-the-digitalisation-of-the-economy-july-2021.pdf

Organizacdo das Nacbes Unidas (ONU). (1966). Pacto Internacional sobre Direitos
Econbmicos, Sociais e Culturais. https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-
mechanisms/instruments/international-covenant-economic-social-and-cultural-
rights

Organizacao Internacional do Trabalho (OIT). (2012). Recomendacéo n.° 202 sobre pisos
de  protecdo  social.  https://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/how-the-ilo-
works/multilateral-system/country-briefs/lang--pt/index.htm

Organizacdo Internacional do Trabalho (OIT). (2017). World Social Protection Report
2017-19: Universal social protection to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals.
https://www.ilo.org/global/publications/books/WCMS_604882/lang--en/index.htm

Ostrowski, M., Afscharian, D., Muliavka, V., & Siegel, L. (2024). A Radical Bargain for
Europe: Progressive Visions of a European Basic Income. Rowman & Littlefield.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marius_Ostrowski

Piketty, T. (2014). Capital in the twenty-first century (A. Goldhammer, Trans.). Harvard
University Press.

Piketty, T. (2020). Capital and ideology. Harvard University Press.

Pogge, T. (2002). World poverty and human rights: Cosmopolitan responsibilities and
reforms. Polity Press.

Pogge, T. (2008). World poverty and human rights: Cosmopolitan responsibilities and
reforms (2nd ed.). Polity Press.

Veredas do Direito, v.22 n 6, €223631 - 2025 —


https://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/mono/10.4324/9781351106139/universal-basic-income-brian-mcdonough-jessie-bustillos-morales
https://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/mono/10.4324/9781351106139/universal-basic-income-brian-mcdonough-jessie-bustillos-morales
https://www.oecd.org/tax/beps/statement-on-a-two-pillar-solution-to-address-the-tax-challenges-arising-from-the-digitalisation-of-the-economy-july-2021.pdf
https://www.oecd.org/tax/beps/statement-on-a-two-pillar-solution-to-address-the-tax-challenges-arising-from-the-digitalisation-of-the-economy-july-2021.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-covenant-economic-social-and-cultural-rights
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-covenant-economic-social-and-cultural-rights
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-covenant-economic-social-and-cultural-rights
https://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/how-the-ilo-works/multilateral-system/country-briefs/lang--pt/index.htm
https://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/how-the-ilo-works/multilateral-system/country-briefs/lang--pt/index.htm
https://www.ilo.org/global/publications/books/WCMS_604882/lang--en/index.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marius_Ostrowski

José Noronha Rodrigues & Dora Cristina Ribeiro Cabete & Yvonne Vissing

Rawls, J. (1999). The Law of Peoples: With "The Idea of Public Reason Revisited".
Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.

Raworth, K. (2017). Doughnut economics: Seven ways to think like a 21st-century
economist. Chelsea Green Publishing.

Renascenca. (2023). OCDE decide imposto a gigantes tecnoldgicas sé no final de 2024.
https://rr.sapo.pt/noticia/economia/2023/07/12/ocde-decide-imposto-a-gigantes-
tecnologicas-so-no-final-de-2024/338892/

Rodrigues, J. N. (2022). The globalization of human rights for a global citizenship: New
challenges. In J. Zajda, N. Davidovitch, & S. Majhanovich (Eds.), Discourses of
globalisation, multiculturalism and cultural identity (Globalisation, Comparative
Education and Policy Research, Vol. 29, pp. xx—xXx). Springer.
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-92608-3_3

Rodrigues, J. N., & Bhattacharya, S., Sachdev, B. K., & Cabete, D. (2024). Disaster
management in the Sundarbans delta ecosystem through environmental governance
and sustainable planning. Revista de Direito Econdmico e Socioambiental, 15(2),
e268. https://doi.org/10.7213/revdireconsoc.v15i2.31364

Rodrigues, J. N., Bhattacharya, S., & Cabete, D. (2024). The economics of location and
space: Urbanisation in South Africa. Revista Veredas do Direito — Direito Ambiental
e Desenvolvimento Sustentével, 21. https://doi.org/10.18623/rvd.v21.2638

Rodrigues, J. N., Bhattacharya, S., & Cabete, D. (2024a). The impact of urbanisation on
long term sustainability in South Asia. Novos Estudos Juridicos, 28(3), 642—667.
https://doi.org/10.14210/nej.v28n3.p642

Rodrigues, J. N., Bhattacharya, S., Cabete, D. C. R., & Soares, A. A. (2025). Water
diplomacy: An important tool for climate change mitigation and sustainable
development. Revista de Direito Econdomico e Socioambiental, 16(1), e297.
https://doi.org/10.7213/rev.dir.econ.soc.v16i1.32125

Rodrigues, J. N., & Rodrigues, D. C. R. C. de N. (2022). Social justice and human rights
in the 22nd century — Equity principle. In J. Zajda, N. Davidovitch, & S. Majhanovich
(Eds.), Discourses of Globalisation, Multiculturalism and Cultural Identity (Vol. 30,
pp. 55-81). Springer, Cham. https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-030-
92774-5 4

Rodrigues, J. N., & Cabete, D. C. R. (2022). Social justice and human rights in the 22nd
century: Equity principle. In J. Zajda, Y. Vissing, & S. Majhanovich (Eds.),
Globalisation, ideology and social justice discourses (Globalisation, Comparative
Education and Policy Research, Vol. 30, pp. Xxx—xx). Springer.
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-92774-5_4

Sen, A. (1999). Development as freedom. Oxford University Press.

Sen, A. (2009). The Idea of Justice. Harvard University Press.
https://philosophy.fas.harvard.edu/publications/idea-
justicephilosophy.fas.harvard.edu+21wcfia.harvard.edu+1

_ Veredas do Direito, v.22 n.6, €223631 — 2025



https://rr.sapo.pt/noticia/economia/2023/07/12/ocde-decide-imposto-a-gigantes-tecnologicas-so-no-final-de-2024/338892/
https://rr.sapo.pt/noticia/economia/2023/07/12/ocde-decide-imposto-a-gigantes-tecnologicas-so-no-final-de-2024/338892/
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-92608-3_3
https://doi.org/10.7213/revdireconsoc.v15i2.31364
https://doi.org/10.18623/rvd.v21.2638
https://doi.org/10.14210/nej.v28n3.p642
https://doi.org/10.7213/rev.dir.econ.soc.v16i1.32125
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-030-92774-5_4
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-030-92774-5_4
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-92774-5_4
https://philosophy.fas.harvard.edu/publications/idea-justicephilosophy.fas.harvard.edu+1wcfia.harvard.edu+1
https://philosophy.fas.harvard.edu/publications/idea-justicephilosophy.fas.harvard.edu+1wcfia.harvard.edu+1

GLOBAL INJUSTICE: THE UNIVERSAL BASIC INCOME

SIC Noticias. (2024). BE quer taxar fortunas acima de 3 milhdes de euros e criar o
imposto "Elon Musk". https://sicnoticias.pt/especiais/orcamento-do-estado/2024-11-
11-video-be-quer-taxar-fortunas-acima-de-3-milhoes-de-euros-e-criar-o-imposto-
elon-musk-2c4b7cca

Srnicek, N., & Williams, A. (2015). Inventing the future: Postcapitalism and a World
Without Work. Verso Books. https://www.versobooks.com/products/148-inventing-
the-future

Standing, G. (2017). Basic income: And how we can make it happen. Penguin Books.
https://www.penguin.co.uk/books/304706/basic-income-by-standing-
guy/9780141985480

Sticker, M. (2023). A merely national ‘universal’ basic income and global justice. Journal
of Political Philosophy, 31(2), 158-176. https://doi.org/10.1111/jopp.12289

The Guardian. (2024). Money for nothing: is universal basic income about to transform
society? https://www.theguardian.com/society/article/2024/jul/14/money-for-
nothing-is-universal-basic-income-about-to-transform-society

Tipke, K. (2020). Steuerrecht (23. Aufl.). Otto Schmidt Verlag.

Tribunal Europeu dos Direitos Humanos (TEDH). (2011). M.S.S. v. Belgium and Greece,
no. 30696/09. https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng?i=001-103050

Van Parijs, P., & Vanderborght, Y. (2017). Basic income: A radical proposal for a free
society and a sane economy. Harvard University Press.

Widerquist, K. (2024). Universal Basic Income. MIT Press.
https://mitpress.mit.edu/9780262546898/universal-basic-income/

World Economic Forum. (2020). The Future of Jobs Report 2020. Retrieved from
http://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_Future_of Jobs_2020.pdf

Xavier, J. C. (2022). Direito fiscal. Coimbra. Almedina.

Yang, A. (2018). The War on Normal People: THE Truth About America's Disappearing
Jobs and Why Universal Basic Income Is Our Future. Hachette Books.

Yang, H. (2023). Universal Basic Income: The Foreseeable Future of Social Welfare
Systems in the Post-Pandemic Era. Advances in Economics, Management and
Political Sciences, 14, 97-102.
https://www.ewadirect.com/proceedings/aemps/article/view/3181

Yl&-Anttila, T., & Nienhiser, W. (2018). Finland's Basic Income Experiment. In K.
Widerquist, J. Noguera, & D. Vanderborght (Eds.), Basic Income: An Anthology of
Contemporary Research (pp. 237-245). Wiley Blackwell.

Young, I. M. (2011). Responsibility for justice. Oxford University Press.

Veredas do Direito, v.22 n 6, €223631 - 2025 —


https://sicnoticias.pt/especiais/orcamento-do-estado/2024-11-11-video-be-quer-taxar-fortunas-acima-de-3-milhoes-de-euros-e-criar-o-imposto-elon-musk-2c4b7cca
https://sicnoticias.pt/especiais/orcamento-do-estado/2024-11-11-video-be-quer-taxar-fortunas-acima-de-3-milhoes-de-euros-e-criar-o-imposto-elon-musk-2c4b7cca
https://sicnoticias.pt/especiais/orcamento-do-estado/2024-11-11-video-be-quer-taxar-fortunas-acima-de-3-milhoes-de-euros-e-criar-o-imposto-elon-musk-2c4b7cca
https://www.versobooks.com/products/148-inventing-the-future
https://www.versobooks.com/products/148-inventing-the-future
https://www.penguin.co.uk/books/304706/basic-income-by-standing-guy/9780141985480
https://www.penguin.co.uk/books/304706/basic-income-by-standing-guy/9780141985480
https://doi.org/10.1111/jopp.12289
https://www.theguardian.com/society/article/2024/jul/14/money-for-nothing-is-universal-basic-income-about-to-transform-society
https://www.theguardian.com/society/article/2024/jul/14/money-for-nothing-is-universal-basic-income-about-to-transform-society
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng?i=001-103050
https://mitpress.mit.edu/9780262546898/universal-basic-income/
http://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_Future_of_Jobs_2020.pdf
https://www.ewadirect.com/proceedings/aemps/article/view/3181

José Noronha Rodrigues & Dora Cristina Ribeiro Cabete & Yvonne Vissing

Zuboff, S. (2019). The age of surveillance capitalism: The fight for a human future at the
new frontier of power. PublicAffairs.

Zuckerberg, M. (2017). Mark Zuckerberg on universal basic income [Interview].
Facebook Q&A. https://www.facebook.com/zuck/videos/10103575518450071/

Zucman, G. (2015). The hidden wealth of nations: The scourge of tax havens. University
of Chicago Press.

Zwolinski, M., & Fleischer, M. P. (2023). Universal Basic Income: What Everyone Needs
to Know. Oxford University Press.

Authors’ Contribution

All authors contributed equally to the development of this article.

Data availability

All datasets relevant to this study’s findings are fully available within the article.

How to cite this article (APA)

Rodrigues, J. N., Cabete, D. C. R., & Vissing, Y. (2025). GLOBAL INJUSTICE: THE
UNIVERSAL BASIC [INCOME. Veredas Do Direito, 22(6), €223631.
https://doi.org/10.18623/rvd.v22.n6.3631

_ Veredas do Direito, v.22 n.6, €223631 — 2025



https://www.facebook.com/zuck/videos/10103575518450071/

