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MEDIA COMMUNICATION OF WESTERN BALKAN
NEWSPAPERS IN THE FUNCTION OF PUBLIC EDUCATION

A COMUNICACAO MIDIA DOS JORNAIS DOS BALCAS OCIDENTAIS NA FUNCAO
DE EDUCACAO PUBLICA

Abstract

This study examines the coverage of the Russia-
Ukraine conflict by two prominent Western
Balkan newspapers: Panorama (Albania) and
Vecernje Novosti (Serbia). Drawing on media
education theories and the framework of
war/peace journalism (Galtung & Ruge, 1965),
the analysis employs Yin’s  (2016)
decomposition method to explore how narrative
structures and communication styles reflect
divergent geopolitical alignments.  While
Panorama adopts a direct, fact-based approach
consistent with Albania’s pro-Western stance -
emphasizing Ukraine’s defensive efforts and
highlighting peace initiatives - Vecernje Novosti
uses sensationalist and nationalist rhetoric
aligned with Serbia’s pro-Russian position, often
employing headline manipulation and emotional
framing to influence public perception. The
study reveals that these editorial choices serve as
extensions of respective state ideologies and
national identities, complicating claims of
journalistic  objectivity.  Furthermore, the
selective inclusion of authoritative voices and
strategic ambiguity in communication contribute
to shaping readers’ attitudes within each national
context. These findings underscore the necessity
for critical media literacy in politically sensitive
regions, where media narratives not only inform
but also actively participate in geopolitical
discourses. This research contributes to
understanding how media operates as a tool for
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Resumo

Este estudo examina a cobertura do conflito
Russia-Ucrania por dois importantes jornais dos
Balcds Ocidentais: Panorama (Albania) e
Vecernje Novosti (Sérvia). Com base em teorias
de educacdo mididtica e na estrutura do
jornalismo de guerra/paz (Galtung & Ruge,
1965), a analise emprega o método de
decomposicao de Yin (2016) para explorar como
as estruturas narrativas e os estilos de
comunicacao refletem alinhamentos geopoliticos
divergentes. Enquanto o Panorama adota uma
abordagem direta e baseada em fatos,
consistente com a postura pré-Ocidente da
Albania — enfatizando os esforcos defensivos da
Ucrania e destacando as iniciativas de paz —, 0
Vecernje  Novosti  utiliza uma  retorica
sensacionalista e nacionalista alinhada a
posicdo pré-Russia da Sérvia, frequentemente
empregando manipulacdo de manchetes e
enquadramento emocional para influenciar a
percepcgdo publica. O estudo revela que essas
escolhas editoriais servem como extensfes das
respectivas ideologias estatais e identidades
nacionais, complicando as alegaclGes de
objetividade jornalistica. Além disso, a incluséo
seletiva de vozes de autoridade e a ambiguidade
estratégica na comunicacdo contribuem para
moldar as atitudes dos leitores em cada contexto
nacional. [Essas descobertas ressaltam a
necessidade de alfabetizagdo midiatica critica
em regides politicamente sensiveis, onde as
narrativas da midia ndo apenas informam, mas
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ideological positioning amid international também participam ativamente dos discursos
conflicts. geopoliticos. Esta pesquisa contribui para a
compreensdo de como a midia opera como uma
Keyword: Information. Education. ferramenta para o posicionamento ideolégico
Communication. Newspaper. Reporting. em meio a conflitos internacionais.
Palavras-chave: Informacéo. Educacao.

Comunicagéo. Jornal. Reportagem.

1 INTRODUCTION

Media communication with readers by educating them in this matter of study,
positively affects media equity as long as the message creates a favorable customer
response to the product in question (Yoo, et al., 2000). Furthermore, communication
stimuli cause a positive effect on the consumer as a recipient; therefore, the perception of
communication positively affects an individual’s awareness of media (Bruhn, et al.,
2012). Indeed, given previous research, communication fosters media equity by
increasing the probability that a media will be included in a customer’s consideration set,
thus aiding in the media decision-making process and the media selection process,
becoming a habit (Yoo, et al., 2000). Furthermore, in their study of social media
campaigns, Li (2010) highlighted the features that appeal to consumers to generate media
benefits. (Li, 2010)

While reporting on daily events, communication is the form that journalists
constantly face in their profession. (Schnell, 2016) This communication of theirs is in
written form (Prabavathi, and Nagasubramani, 2018) and as such is spread to the readers.
This communication, like all modelled communication systems, linguistic and non-
linguistic (Sosyr, 1977; Harvey, 2023) produces information. In the semiotic sense,
sentences take on the function of communication with others. (Volkova, 2021) In the
Balkan countries, and especially in socialist countries, such as the former Yugoslavia and
Albania, an attempt has been made to research the structure and function of all types of
journalistic texts (van Dijk, 1977; van Dijk, 1985; van Dijk, 1995; Werlich, 1983) in order
to enable the framework of journalists' acts related to the specific purpose of journalists'
writing to reflect the specific framework of journalists' writing. In this regard, journalists
threw their skills to produce the best and most powerful articles in the communicative
aspect. Thus, they tried to make further contributions to the practical framework of these
approaches and to strengthen their empirical foundations. (Ekstrom, and Westlund, 2019)
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In this research, we systematically analyzed a sample of 100 news articles published
during the period February-June 2022, in ten Western Balkan online media. The focus of
the analysis is the form of communication of newspapers in providing information when
reporting on the Russia-Ukraine war. As understood from the previous sentence, the
question was not what kind of news was chosen to be presented, but how it was actually
written and how the information and facts were communicated. The novel contribution
of this paper is that it responds to the call to examine more closely the communication
through news reports about the war, based on Galtung and Rouge, (1965), who investigate
to what extent news and report genres differ. (Galtung and Ruge, 1965; Lee and Maslog,
2005) The results are comparable and also in media that differ in political leanings, to
assess the generalizability of the findings. Our findings test the extent to which the
concept of news communication is within its level of sophistication and is a valid
analytical form for identifying and describing differences in war and regular news
coverage in particular. This study aims to fill a media perspective on the justification of
judgment by investigating a communicative construction of a research gap in war
journalism reporting published in major newspapers in the Western Balkans. Therefore,
in the literature review section, previous scholars’ concepts of communication are
addressed. In the results section, some examples that are taken, present radical changes
in communication and news construction, considering the sentence structure of the three
Balkan languages, Albanian, Serbian and Macedonian. In the discussion section, these
changes are discussed, always based on the theoretical part. Our findings prove that there
are major differences in both communication and sentence meaning, namely in the

ordering of words and facts, which are important units of communication.
2 LITERATURE REVIEW

More than 50 years ago, it was shown that there was a positive correlation between
producing the same stimuli, (Bargen and Blaiser, 2024) which implies communication
with everyone, and that written language is one of the means of this communication.
Providing information to the reader and then processing that information by the reader
depends on his conviction and need. (Sultan, et al., 2021; Zhang, et al., 2025) Readers
prefer to have information based on argumentative facts, (Salah, et al., 2019; Syed, et al.,

2021; Melumad, & Meyer, 2025)) down to the smallest detail, always referring to the
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consumption of the news, making that communication perceived by the reader as
verifiable information. (Zhu, et al., 2022; Singh, et al., 2025) The types of sentences used
in communication themselves serve, each separately, specific purposes and are crucial for
conveying meaning effectively. (Ikromovna, 2024) In this way, they significantly
improve communication skills and overall effectiveness in conveying messages,
conveying information or expressing opinions. Thus, through direct or even indirect form,
they end with a point - they state arguments and the goal is to support those arguments,
exchanging information.

The Balkan languages are a group of languages that, although they are not similar
in a narrow territory, especially Albanian and Serbian, which have been the languages of
two neighboring peoples for centuries. The consequence of this difference is perhaps their
descent from different ancestors. Although Balkan linguistics, as a subgroup and as a
precursor to contact linguistics, is considered a historical linguistic discipline,
nevertheless, among the respective languages, (Perdih, 2018) based on the spread or
transmission of typological properties, they belong to distinct linguistic groups. Because,
the language family is defined by regular sound correspondences, which in turn help to
define the common morphology and a core lexicon and a common loanword lexicon that
i1s often called “cultural”. (Friedman, 2011; 2017) In the Balkan linguistic league,
phonological developments are sometimes divided between different languages at the
dialect level, but there are no such features that characterize the Balkan languages as a
group. Just as in a language family not every diagnostic feature is represented in every
branch, so in the Balkan language league not every feature is represented equally in all
languages and dialects. (Friedman, 2020)

Journalism is a more or less autonomous field across the globe, (Meyen, 2018;
Hanitzsch, and Vos, 2018; Hanitzsch, et al., 2020) although journalistic cultures can vary
greatly. (Bodrunova, and Nigmatullina, 2020; Newman, et al., 2025; Keating & Totzkay,
2025) The changes and challenges that journalism faces around the world are largely
similar, making communicating with audiences a global challenge. (Gerodimos, 2013)
Findings from previous studies highlight the challenges that different newspapers face in
communication, starting with philosophical notions of motivation and mission, ending
with more “down to earth” (Prescott & Logan, 2017; Ekstrom, & Patrona, 2025) concepts

such as timely and timely reporting on current events. (Fieldhouse, et al., 2022)

Veredas do Direito, v.22 n 4, €223179 - 2025 —



Rexhep Suma & Ferid Selimi

Approaches to written texts can generally be found within the philosophy of
language and the study of literature, (Deuze, 2006; Austin, 1962; Genette, 1972; Genette,
1988; Searle, 1970; Searle, 1971; Ghosh & Roychowdhury, 2025) but, information from
different spheres, is seen as a component of the credibility of the source, and the written
communication (Galtung and Ruge, 1965; Zulita, and Muthalib, 2020; AlFarraj, et al.,
2021; Felicia, 2021) that increases the coherence of information (Heinstrom, et al., 2021)

Then, the text really takes on the right form and full meaning to become readable.
(Selzer, 2019) In fact, when there is word order and fact order (Rugova, 2009) which
implies the logical reasoning of the judgment, then the text is understandable and the
information is captured. (Willrich, et al., 2020; Kovach, & Rosenstiel, 2021) This implies
the coherence of the text. Through coherence, the sentence as the smallest unit of
communication gains its flow and proper understanding and the information is understood
by the reader. (Rosenblatt, 2018) It is understood because the narrative in the text has
become clear and understandable. (Gabriel, 2004; Van Tassell, 2025) As such, the
narrative has taken on the right dimensions and the communication (van der Stoep, 2018)
has been carried out correctly and understandably. Communication is always
understandable when the narrative or writing is based on the coherence of the text (De
Beaugrande and Dressler, 1981). The basic principles of journalism are somewhat unified
globally, but can often be challenged in certain contexts that are influenced by political,
social and economic aspects, etc. (Deuze, 2002; Hanitzsch et al., 2019; Zelizer, 2005).
Therefore, even journalism practiced at any time, whether in times of war or peace, is
challenged by the political factor (Deuze, 2002), which can sometimes change
communication and this change can affect the coherence of the news or the coherence of
the objectivity of the news. (Salazar, et al., 2023; Quintana, et al., 2024; French, et al.,
2025) The concern of researchers is the right of society to be informed in the wake of the
concentration of the media and its dominance over current practices, (de Alcazar, 2012)
and from this aspect it seems that communication through journalism has not yet been
freed from social factors that are both political and linguistic. (Pye, 2015)

Therefore, journalists need more reporting independence. (Fowler, and Allan,
2013) In a such current world, the importance of the information during communication
is very great, and information is familiarity with events and current events. Selimi and
Zejnullahu (2023), makes an identification or tilt to one side or the other, applying, among

other things, attractiveness, adds Wiedmann and VVon Mettenheim, (2021). So, whether
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we want to admit it or not, even during communication there is a bias and an
attractiveness. (Niebuhr, et al., 2023) This bias has a distraction towards reality and is
done through communication that also affect the narrative, and informativeness of the
news. While Bell emphasizes a connection between language and situation (Bell, 1991)
however, writing a text differs from speaking because the text will be written in the
standard language. Meanwhile, van Dijk puts more emphasis on the connection of words,
because a text can only be cohesive through connection, he emphasizes. (van Dijk, 1985)
In such an environment, news coverage from crisis countries may involve an increasing
number of perspectives following them, (Fox, 2021) including more reading and
commenting. Similarly, the concept of communicating with readers (Adjaip-Velickovski,
and Nurkovi¢, 2020; Piskorski, et al., 2025) expands to include local elites, because they

are likely to have a major influence on other readers as well.
3 METHODOLOGIES

The object of this research was the communication of the news in online
newspapers of the Western Balkans, comparing the placement of the facts of the news.
The research is based on the descriptive qualitative method and the technique of
documenting data collected from online sources. The first step was to read the news from
online media of the Western Balkans websites. The second step was the selection of that
news for the analysis of the placement of the facts of the news. Third, by analyzing the
sentences, the rules of news were interpreted. A checklist served as the main research
tool. The researchers recorded the news they found in the online newspapers, using note-
taking sheets. The data were then analyzed based on the communications of the written
news. Using Yin's (2016) disassembly technique, we disassembled and then reassembled
the words in the sentences piece by piece, and analyzed and interpreted those words in
the sentences. Our main criterion for driving direction was to try to identify the purpose
of the communication or the potential implication of the media communication regarding
the War in Ukraine. Thus, an article that claimed or suggested that Ukraine possessed
nuclear weapons was coded as persuasive communication about the war in Ukraine, even
if it did not explicitly support the war. At the same time, any article that cast doubt on the
positions of European and American countries was also captured even if it did not directly

or indirectly question the idea of the war itself. In the results, were written all the findings
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for the meaning of the communication in the online media of the Western Balkans and
comparing among themselves. In the discussion part, we discussed the commonalities and
differences between the languages of the Western Balkans of the two people, Albanian
and Serbian. The last step was the conclusion, in which the researchers concluded the
findings.

4 RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

On March 7, 2022, Daily Newspaper “Panorama” of the Republic of Albania
publishes an article with headline: “Pushtimi n€ Ukrainé/ As Macron dhe Erdogan nuk e
bindin dot Putinin té ndalojé sulmet. Detaje nga negociatat” in English: “Ukraine
invasion/Neither Macron nor Erdogan can convince Putin to stop the attacks. Details
from the negotiations” where the public is informed about the engagement of the two
presidents of two powerful European states on the possibility of reaching a peace
agreement between Russia and Ukraine. The development of the topic concerns a
communication between the presidents of France and Turkey and the readers on the one
hand and President Putin with the readers, on the other hand. This communication is
diametrically opposed. While the two presidents, always according to the newspaper,
show their willingness to mediate in front of readers, President Putin, according to this
article, does not give up, reasoning to readers that he will fight until he achieves his goal.

On March 21, 2022, Daily Newspaper “Panorama” of the Republic of Albania
publishes an interview with a 92-year-old pensioned Russian general, who has lived and
served in Russia his entire life, about the war in Ukraine, with headline in Albanian:
“Lufta né Ukrainé drejt fundit, flet Jani Lufi, gjenerali qé refuzoi urdhrin e Enverit pér
t'u larguar nga Moska né 1960 which in English is: “The war in Ukraine is coming to an
end, speaks Jani Lufi, the general who refused Enver's order to leave Moscow in 1960
and, when it comes to the news coming from Kiev “about the cost in lives of innocent
people, with children and the elderly being killed and maimed for no reason just because
they are inside their homes”, the retired general says: “...I have the impression that in this
aspect there are exaggerations. There are definitely accidents that cannot be avoided in a
large theatre of fighting. But they are not the ones that the media elaborates. This is the
most painful dimension of a military conflict. When the conflict is over and the bloodshed

subsides, this aspect will also be officially judged...” In this communication with the
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journalist, this pensioned general calls the war in Ukraine “theatre” and as an expert in
military affairs, he claims that the war will end soon. Here the impression is gained that
this communication of his differs from the communication of the active participants in
the war, who, even when the end of the war is perhaps in sight, do not accept such a thing
and claim that the war will end the moment the conditions for the fulfilment of their goals
are created.

On May 9, 2022, “Panorama” publishes a news item headline: “Pushtimi i
Ukrainés, dje ¢lirimtaré, sot pushtues” in English: “The invasion of Ukraine, yesterday
liberators, today invaders”. The headline of the news is both informative and speculative,
while within the text of this article a history of the joint life of Ukrainians with Russians
for decades is given. Then a statement is given by the President of Russia, Mr. Putin, who
justifies the attack on Ukraine. In fact, this article states that he said: “The Novorossiya
project was early, since the time of Catherine the Great. We had vast territories of today's
Ukraine, in the east and south. For various reasons, Russia lost them... but they are ours,
the people are there”. Putin's communication with journalists makes it clear that any
undertaking of the Russian side towards Ukraine is reasonable. The headline and the text
within the article do not seem to correspond, because the journalist sees the situation
differently and Putin sees it differently.

On March 6, 2022, the Daily Newspaper "Vecernje Novosti" of the Republic of
Serbia publishes a news item headline: Ukraina pravila “prljavu bombu” in English:
“Ukraine was making a “dirty bomb”. The headline of the news is both informative and
concludes, but the text within this news does not correspond to this headline. Because it
says that Ukraine has made an attempt to make an atomic bomb, not that it has been
made. In fact, it says there: “Ukraine was on its way to building atomic weapons in the
near future. On Sunday, Russian agencies and media published extensive articles about
this, citing “a competent source.” When this headline and the writing within it are
analyzed, it can be noted that the headline is not relevant to this article, because while the
headline informs about an action that has been taken, the writing within this news article
denies the headline itself, emphasizing that “an effort has been made.” However, the
newspaper's editorial policy may be such that it places headlines that attract the reader's
attention. Because the headline sells the newspaper

The other article published on March 23, 2022, in the same newspaper, bears the
headline: “NE GLASAMO ZA KAZNE RUSII I PLACAMO CENU: Predsednik
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analizirao izvestaj o napretku nase zemlje ka EU, koji mu je uru¢io Ziofre” in English:
“WE DO NOT VOTE FOR PENALTIES TO RUSSIA AND WE PAY THE PRICE: The
President analyzed the report on our country's progress towards the EU, which was
presented to him by Gioffre.” In this article the journalist writes: “The President
emphasized that he was very pleased that, despite great pressure from all sides, the
referendum on constitutional changes in the field of the judiciary was successfully held,
and that progress was noted in this area and in the fight against corruption.” As can be
seen in this news item with this title, the treatment within the news item has more to do
with one or more other actions, rather than with the penalties, which are mentioned in the
headline.

On May 9, 2022, this newspaper publishes the article with headline: “Srbija i
Rusija uvek na pravoj strani istorije” in English: “Serbia and Russia always on the right
side of history”. Whereas in the article, nowhere does pronounced mention both of these
states together. In fact, he emphasizes that, “our generation today must show that it is
worthy of its ancestors, as well as that we can be proud because we have always been on
the right side of history in the past” but this does not mean that this character has linked
his country with Russia. So, from a completely different connotation, the newspaper
publishes a headline that does not match the truthfulness of the statement. According the
articles published in the two daily newspapers of the Republic of Albania and the
Republic of Serbia, two countries with diametrically opposed positions on Russia and
Ukraine, it is clear that the editorial policy of the newspapers is in full compliance with
the state policies in which they are published. Although both countries are in the Western
Balkans, their peoples and languages differ from each other. Albanians are considered
descendants of the Illyrians and speak Albanian; Serbs are a Slavic people and speak
Serbian. The narrative of communication, as well as the mechanisms and structures that
make up journalistic texts, differ in the writings of these two newspapers of these two
countries. Based on communication theories, the sentences in this news generally adhere
to the required criteria, except for special cases, when they are not applied or are applied
incorrectly and not in the right place. Regarding the subjectivity and objectivity of
communication, a pronounced objectivity is observed in the narration of these examples.
(Kovach, & Rosenstiel, 2021; Piskorski, et al., 2025) Reading the news of these
newspapers, we see the forms of narration and their informativeness. We also see a direct

and indirect communication, perhaps carried out intentionally. That all communications
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have an informative and objective character (Werlich, 1983; Piskorski, et al., 2025). This
means that not only the languages of these peoples, but also their views on communicating
with readers, even though they are neighbors, have great differences. Given that the
content and communication of an article is unique and incidental, its form is more
universal and refers to broader cultural discourses, conventions, and widely accepted and
used news routines. (Ekstrom, & Patrona, 2025; Newman, et al., 2025; Keating &
Totzkay, 2025) When we add to this the content of news articles, which is tied to their
national context, while forms and styles tend to travel internationally, there is no doubt
that they are intensively transferred from one country to another and adapted to national
contexts. Therefore, this process of cultural diffusion reveals how journalistic
conventions and routines are influenced by the culture in which they operate. Of course,
our approach to these news items was not only about their structure, but also about
communication to readers. The analytical perspective of their discourse is apparently not

independent of state policies.

Table 1
Comparative Table of News Articles - Communication Analysis.
. . S Alignment
Newspaper Headline (EN Summary of Communication Objectivity / -
Date (Country) Translation) Content Style Subjectivity W'gglfct;te
“Ukraine Coverage of E;?;?jg:g
invasion/Neither | failed peace Obijective
- between .
7- Macron nor efforts; Putin Western leaders with a
Mar- F(’ZTSQ;FQ;" Erdogan can unwilling to | 5 o Western-
22 convince Putin | compromise, | . . ' aligned
indirect but :
to stop the framed as . - perspective
. . informative
attacks. .. aggressive L
communication
Retired
“The war in Russian . Mixed: Includes
O general Direct S .
Ukraine is ... | Subjective | Russian
21- . downplays communication; S .
Panorama | COMing to an . Lo opinion voice but
Mar- | apani ,, war impact, | subjective view .
(Albania) | end...” — ) presented, | within
22 . . callsita presented as
Interview with |/ ; - but framed | Western
] - theatre", expertise . e
Jani Lufi in context | critique
suggests end
is near
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Critiques
Putin’s
historical
« . . justification
The invasion | 0 )0 Dual narrative: | Objective Strongly
o P of Ukraine, invasion; journalist vs reporting of aligned
anorama y .
May- | (albania) | Yesterday exposes Putin; indirect | subjective with
22 liberators, today | = . Western
. - dissonance disapproval speech .
invaders narrative
between
headline and
Putin’s
reasoning
Headline
claims .
Ukraine built Mismatch L Aligned
« . . between Subjective .
6- | vecernie | “‘Ukraine was a bomb; : with pro-
I . o . headline and and ;
Mar- | Novosti | making a ‘dirty | article article: headline | misleadin Russian
22 | (Sebia) | pomb” reveals only > : N9 | Serbian
emotionally in headline .
attempts. charaed policy
Sensationalist 9
discrepancy
Focuses on
judiciary
reform and . L
“We do not vote | EU progress, Headllpe_z used _Subjectl_\/lty Reflgclts
23- | vecemije for penalties to | not on for political in headline; | Serbia's
Mar- | Novosti Pe o emphasis; objective in | balancing
(Serbia) | Russia and we Russia; . d
22 - . article has article act on
pay the price headline X
. unrelated focus | content Russia
deviates from
actual article
content
Article lacks
direct link
between
“Serbia and Serbl_a.and Dlscrepan_cy Misleading | Reinforces
9- | Vecernie - Russia; between title
U€ | Russia always . ] and state-led
May- | Novosti . . headline and body; _— .
(Serbiay | ON the right side ; . subjective | narrative,
22 . v constructs a manipulative . . .
of history o : in headline | not reality
political framing
message not
present in
text

As seen in table 1., the Albanian newspaper Gazeta Shqiptare (Panorama) appears

to be more aligned with Western values and narratives. It emphasizes factual reporting

while incorporating critical perspectives on Russian leadership. Its headlines and content

are generally consistent, and it employs expert interviews (with retired generals) to

challenge dominant viewpoints. In contrast, the Serbian newspaper Vecernje Novosti

frequently employs sensationalist or nationalist headlines that often do not reflect the
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actual content of the article. This contributes to the perception that its editorial stance
aligns with Serbia’s pro-Russian and anti-EU position regarding sanctions. Objective
reporting is undermined by headline manipulation, reflecting a state-influenced editorial
policy. One of the most striking findings is the disconnect between headlines and article
content. Vecernje Novosti often uses exaggerated or misleading titles - for instance,
claiming that Ukraine produced a “dirty bomb,” whereas the article merely discusses
intentions or allegations. This represents a form of sensationalist journalism, where
headlines are crafted not to inform, but to provoke - either by aligning public sentiment
with the state’s position or by attracting attention and shaping emotional discourse. By
contrast, the Albanian newspaper Panorama tends to present headlines that more
accurately reflect the article’s content, even when strong political stances are included
(referring to Russia as an “occupier”). It engages in more balanced coverage, albeit with
a Western orientation, incorporating Russian perspectives as well (such as that of retired
general, Jani Lufi), though often framed in a critical manner.

Panorama reflects Albania’s pro-Western foreign policy, openly supporting
Ukraine and criticizing Russia. Its communication style is direct, transparent, and fact-
based, featuring interviews and expert opinions that reinforce Western democratic media
values. The paper emphasizes peace efforts, highlights civilian suffering, and questions
the historical legitimacy of Russia’s claims. Voices critical of Russia are presented with
contextual framing that signals potential bias, maintaining editorial balance.

Vecernje Novosti, in contrast, aligns with Serbia’s pro-Russian geopolitical
stance. The newspaper avoids direct criticism of Russia, positioning Serbia as a neutral
or victimized actor subjected to EU pressure. It employs emotionally charged, patriotic
rhetoric and selective historical narratives to anchor pro-Russian sentiment.
Communication is often indirect or manipulative: sensationalist headlines misrepresent
or exaggerate article content, creating strategic ambiguity that provokes emotional
response while avoiding factual accountability.

The analysis underscores the influence of distinct cultural, linguistic, and political
contexts. Albania’s NATO membership and EU aspirations foster a media culture
grounded in Western democratic ideals, while Serbia’s historical and political ties with
Russia promote a media narrative intertwined with Slavic solidarity and resistance to

Western influence.
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Authority in narrative construction also differs: Panorama includes dissenting
voices (e.g., retired Russian generals) but frames them critically; Vecernje Novosti
centralizes state-approved narratives and marginalizes opposing perspectives, often
attributing dissent to external pressures.

Overall, this comparative study illustrates how journalistic objectivity is
constrained by national ideologies and editorial policies. It highlights the critical role of
communication style - headlines, sourcing, tone, and emotional appeal -in shaping public
perception. The findings emphasize the importance of critical media literacy, particularly
in politically sensitive regions where the contest over information is as contested as

geopolitical conflicts themselves.
5 CONCLUSIONS

The comparative analysis of Gazeta Shqgiptare (Panorama) and Vecernje Novosti
reveals the intricate interplay between media narratives, national identity, and geopolitical
alignment in shaping public discourse. While Panorama adheres to a more transparent
and fact-driven approach reflective of Albania’s pro -Western stance, Vecernje Novosti
employs strategic ambiguity and emotionally charged rhetoric consistent with Serbia’s
pro-Russian orientation. This divergence not only underscores differing journalistic
cultures but also highlights how media outlets serve as extensions of state ideology and
national sentiment, particularly in contexts of political tension and conflict.

Moreover, the study illuminates the critical role of editorial framing and
communication styles in influencing audience perception. The manipulation of headlines,
selective sourcing, and narrative authority emerge as key tools through which media
institutions construct and reinforce specific political realities. Consequently, claims of
journalistic objectivity become problematized within these ideological frameworks,
necessitating heightened media literacy among consumers. In politically volatile regions,
where information warfare complements military conflict, discerning readers must
critically engage with news content, recognizing the underlying socio-political forces that
shape journalistic production. Ultimately, this analysis contributes to broader discussions
on media’s function in contemporary geopolitics and the ongoing challenge of

maintaining credible, independent journalism in polarized environments.
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